
Philosophies of Feminism Spring 2020 

Instructor: Ashley Dressel 

Website: www.ashleydressel.com 

Class Meeting Times: TR 12 – 1:40am 

Office: Tower Hall 4140      E-mail: adressel1@css.edu 

Office Hours: W 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm  

 

Required Texts:  

 

 Theorizing Feminisms: A Reader by Elizabeth Hackett and Sally Haslanger  

 

Equal Access Statement 

 

Students with disabilities, students who sustained injury in active military service, and students 

with chronic medical conditions are entitled to appropriate and reasonable auxiliary aids and 

accommodations through The Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  It is the student's responsibility to notify the Center for Equal Access 

as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely 

fashion.  For more information or to request academic accommodations, please contact The 

Center for Equal Access in Tower Hall 2126; by phone at (218) 723-6747, 218-625-4891; or via 

e-mail at access@css.edu. 

 

Course Description:  

 

The topic of this course is feminism: its history, its legacy, its many forms and voices, and what 

it can mean to call oneself a feminist today. Over the course of the class, we will discuss a wide 

range of questions, including: ‘what is gender?’, ‘what does it mean to be oppressed?’, ‘are 

women oppressed in the United States today?’, and ‘how does sex-based oppression relate to 

oppression on the basis of one’s race, sexual orientation, or gender identity?’. While we will read 

some views that are now widely accepted, we will also read and discuss views that challenge us 

to think about femininity, masculinity, gender roles, and our society in what are likely unfamiliar 

ways. The point of our discussions will be to seek truth, and in so doing, to fearlessly examine 

our own assumptions about the world. 

 

Goals for the Class: 

 

 To come to a better understanding of the variety of forms feminism takes (and has taken)  

in the United States.  

 To acquire the tools needed to write and think carefully about feminism using an 

intersectional lens. 

 To acquire tools needed to identify and work to reduce gender-based oppression. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ashleydressel.com/
mailto:adressel1@css.edu
mailto:access@css.edu


Overview of the Schedule  

(schedule is subject to change) 

 

Week 1     Intro to Feminism(s) and Groundwork: Bias   

 

Tuesday    Introduction to class    

Thursday    Listen to and/or Read: “Evidence of Racial, Gender Biases  

           Found in Faculty Mentoring”* 

     Take: The Gender-Career IAT and the Gender-Science IAT* 

     Take: The Ambivalent Sexism Inventory * 

     Bring: A recent media portrayal of women.  

 

Week 2       Groundwork: What is Oppression?  

 

Tuesday    Read: “Oppression” by Marilyn Frye*   

Thursday      Read: “Five Faces of Oppression” by Iris M. Young, 

      TF pp. 3-15  

First Paper Prompt Given     
 

Week 3    Groundwork: What is Gender Construction?/Historical 

Readings: Proto-Feminism 

 

Tuesday    Read: “Gender and Social Construction: Who? What? 

      When? Where? How?” by Sally Haslanger, TF 

      pp. 16 – 23. 

Thursday Readings from 19th Century Women*  

First Paper Due   
 

Week 4    Historical Readings: Women’s Suffrage 

 

Tuesday    Read: John Stewart Mill’s The Subjection of Women, TF 

      pp. 97 – 112  

Thursday Read: Sojourner Truth’s “Ain’t I a Woman?”* and “What  

  Time of Night It Is”* and Frederick Douglass’s  

  Seneca Falls speech* 

 

Week 5     Women’s Suffrage/“Second-Wave” Feminism:  

     Women and Men are the Same 

 

Tuesday Read: J.B. Sanford’s “Argument Against Women’s 

Suffrage” and Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s “The Solitude of 

Self”* 

Thursday    Read: Introduction to The Second Sex by Simone de  

               Beauvoir, TF pp. 114 – 123 and Excerpt from The  

               Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan*; Second  

               Paper Prompt Given 



 

Week 6         “Second-Wave” Feminism: Women and Men are Different 

 

Tuesday     Read: “Uses of the Erotic: The Erotic 

as Power” by Audre Lorde, TF pp. 188 – 192 

Thursday    Read: “Why Women Need the Goddess” by Carol P.  

      Christ, TF pp. 211 – 219;  

 

Week 7    “Second-Wave” Feminism: Women and Men are  

     Different/ Racism, Classism, and the Second Wave 

 

Tuesday     Read: Notes Toward a Feminist Maternal Peace Politics 

      by Sara Ruddick, TF pp. 225 - 237 

Thursday    Read: “Black Women” by bell hooks*; Second Paper Due 

     

Week 8    Intersectionality 

 

Tuesday    Midterm Exam 

Thursday Read: “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity  

             Politics, and Violence Against Women of Color” by  

                                                                        Kimberlé Crenshaw, TF 159-173  

 

SPRING BREAK MARCH 7-15th 

     

Week 9    Race and Feminism 

 

Tuesday     Read: “La conciencia de la mestiza: Towards a New  

     Consciousness” by Gloria Anzaldua, TF pp. 422- 430 

Thursday    Read: “Beside My Sister, Facing the Enemy: Legal Theory 

      Out of Coalition” by Mari Matsuda* 

 

Week 10    Beyoncé/Beauty and Feminism  

 

Tuesday    Watch: Beyoncé’s “Lemonade”*  

Read: “Beyoncé’s ‘Lemonade’ is a Womanist Manifesto” 

by Melissa Brown*    

Thursday    Read: “Moving Beyond Pain” by bell hooks and Material 

 Girl: The Effacements of Postmodern  

      Culture” by Susan Bordo, TF pp. 385 - 403  

 

Week 11 Fatness and Feminism/Lesbianism and Feminism 

    

Tuesday    Listen To: Lindy West on “Tell Me I’m Fat” (NPR)*;  

Read: TBD* 

Thursday    Read: “One is Not Born a Woman” by Monique Wittig* 

Final Paper Prompt Given  



       

Week 12 Lesbianism and Feminism 

  

Tuesday    Read: “Separating Lesbian Theory from Feminist Theory” 

      by Cheshire Calhoun* 

Thursday    No Class: Easter Break 

    

Week 13    Gender Identity and Feminism 

 

Tuesday    Read: TBD and “The Transfeminist Manifesto” by Emi  

     Koyama*  

Draft of Final Paper Due 

Thursday     Read: “Why Be Nonbinary?” by Robin Dembroff*  

 

Week 14    Being an Ally 

 

Tuesday Mandatory Meetings about Drafts (no class)  

Thursday Read: TBD and "Fluid and Imperfect Ally Positioning:  

Some Gifts of Queer Theory" by Vikki Reynolds* 

 

Week 15    Topic: Theorizing Next Steps 

 

Tuesday    In-class Presentations  

Thursday    In-class Presentations; Wrap-up 

 

Finals Week  

 

No Final Exam – Final Draft of Paper Due Tuesday, May 5th at 8am. 

 

 

* - found on website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://therapeuticconversations.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Reynolds-2010-Fluid-and-Imperfect-Allies-Queer-Theory-Context-UK.pdf
http://therapeuticconversations.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Reynolds-2010-Fluid-and-Imperfect-Allies-Queer-Theory-Context-UK.pdf


Class Policies 

 

Intellectual Respect:  Since our class will be discussing topics like gender, race, sexuality, and 

oppression, many of the views discussed will be highly controversial and may even feel intensely 

personal. You may find you disagree deeply and passionately with another member of our class 

and so our class discussions may become heated. That is fine! This is a philosophy class, and 

philosophical discussions can get heated.  However, when you disagree with another student in 

our class, always assume that the student you disagree with is at least as smart as you are. Take 

the time to really listen to what he or she has to say. This class is about respectfully exchanging 

ideas with one another. We will certainly argue, but your primary goal in the arguments we 

engage in should not be to attack and/or defeat your colleagues We are all involved in a 

collective effort to reach the truth. Therefore, both your views and those of your colleagues 

deserve careful thought and consideration. 

 

Commonsense Respect: Be sensitive to how your behavior affects your classmates. For 

example, please do not talk during class. If you receive a phone call or feel the need to have a 

conversation that does not pertain to the class, please take it outside. Relatedly, please refrain 

from texting or surfing online during section. These actions can be very distracting to those 

around you. If your behavior becomes problematic or disruptive, I will ask you to leave. 

 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated. Plagiarism is any attempt to pass off 

someone else's work or ideas as your own. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, using 

portions of works written by others without citing them and turning in essays written, or partially 

written, by another person without crediting that person. If you are caught plagiarizing, you will 

fail this course and the incident will be reported to the chair of Philosophy, the dean of the 

School of Arts and Letters, and the Vice President of Academic Affairs for St. Scholastica. 

Please review the college's policies about plagiarism before you write your papers for this class, 

so that you can be sure to avoid this situation: http://www.css.edu/Academics/Office-of-

Academic-Affairs/Academic-Honesty-Policy.html .  

 

**Late Work** : Under nearly all circumstances, late work will not be accepted. If you believe 

you have some sort of genuinely extenuating circumstance, let me know.   Do not simply assume 

that I will allow you to turn an assignment in late. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.css.edu/Academics/Office-of-Academic-Affairs/Academic-Honesty-Policy.html
http://www.css.edu/Academics/Office-of-Academic-Affairs/Academic-Honesty-Policy.html


Grading 

 

Your course grade will be determined in the following way: 

 

Class Attendance: 5%  
 

Your attendance in this class is required. You can have two entirely free absences. After that, I 

will need a doctor's note or something comparable if you would like to miss a class without 

penalty. Athletic absences count as unexcused absences unless the athletic event was one the 

team did not anticipate at the beginning of the term. Each unexcused absence after the free 

absence will cost you 2% of your final grade, up to a possible total of 5% of your final grade. 

Never assume I will accept a particular anticipated reason for absence.  Be sure to clear it. 

 

Short Writing Assignment (1-2 pages):  5%  
 

This short assignment will be given early in the term. The main point of the assignment will be 

to give me some sense of your writing abilities (particularly as they pertain to philosophical 

writing) and to give you some sense of my standards in grading. 

 

Quizzes and minor assignments: 15% 
 

There will be several quizzes and other small assignments throughout the quarter. Most quizzes 

will be taken through Blackboard. 

 

Participation: 15% 
 

The best way to earn this credit is to participate weekly in class discussion and activities. 

However, you can also earn this credit by participating on our class Discussion Board (you can 

find the Discussion Board on Blackboard), so long as you also either participate in class 

discussion at least several times over the course of the semester, or visit me in office hours 

periodically. Finally, you can earn participation credit for interviewing, shadowing, or 

volunteering with organizations in Duluth that serve women so long as you provide (1) proper 

documentation of your involvement with the organization and (2) written philosophical 

reflection on your experience with the organization. 

 

Slightly Longer Writing Assignment (3-5 pages): 15% 
 

This will be a writing assignment completed on the basis of a prompt. 

 

Midterm Exam: 20% 
 

This will be an in-class exam on the material covered during the first eight weeks of class. 

 

 

 

 



Final Writing Assignment (5-7 pages): 25% 
 

This longer paper will be largely self-directed and will provide an opportunity for you to 

construct a more detailed, carefully reasoned argument for a position. This paper will also 

require research and will stand in place of a final exam. You will turn in a complete draft of 

this paper for a grade. The draft will be worth 20% of the final paper grade (5% of your 

final grade in the course). You will also present on the contents of this paper to our class for a 

portion of your grade. I will discuss the draft and the way it will be graded as the term 

progresses. 

 

Veritas 

 
This course fulfills your Philosophy general education requirement, and counts toward the 

Philosophy major, the Philosophy minor, and the Women’s and Gender Studies minor at CSS. 

The course connects to a number of the College of St. Scholastica’s student learning outcomes 

including the following Intellectual and Foundational Skills: 

 

Critical Thinking – this class will not teach you what to think about complex philosophical 

issues; it will teach you how to think about complex philosophical issues. Through our readings, 

in-class discussions, and your paper-writing, you will learn how to question your own 

assumptions, take on different perspectives, formulate effective, careful, positions on complex 

topics, and draw appropriate conclusions from your arguments and evidence. 

 

Problem Solving – in thinking through difficult philosophical questions related to gender, race, 

and sexuality, and reading through possible responses to these questions, you will learn strategies 

for solving complex problems and you will be encouraged to think innovatively, connecting and 

integrating a variety of different views into your own positions. If all goes well, your problem 

solving skills will be realized most clearly in the papers you will write for this class. 

 

Oral Communication – you will be asked to present your final paper research and positions to 

our class during the final week of the course. This will require you exercise skills in oral 

communication as you consider your audience and how best to communicate your ideas to them. 

 

Written Communication – over the course of the term, you will have the opportunity to write 

three persuasive, philosophical, papers. Your final paper will go through a drafting process. 

These papers will help you to not only develop your academic writing skills in general, but to 

learn writing conventions common to philosophy as a specific discipline. 

 

The course also connects to the following Personal and Social Responsibility Value: 

 

Intercultural Knowledge and Competence – over the course of the term, we will discuss our 

multiple layers of identity, including gender identity, race, and sexuality, and we will be closely 

examining the interactions/intersections between different structures of power and privilege in 

the hopes that by the end of the course, you will be well positioned to understand and help 

reduce oppression in several of its many forms. 

 


